Well, not gquite. He was afraid
of petting his fingers caught in
the spring-loaded door. 5o he's
done the next best thing—put
his HyperCard seripting
experlise into a powerful
utility we call HyperPort™

HyperPort eliminates complex
scripting required Lo move text
into and out of HyperCard
stacks. All you do is click and
drag information objects
Danny does the rest.

Danny Goodman, Author of The
Campiate HyparCard Handbook

Look at HyperPort's text transfer possibilities:

HyperCard stacks s—# Tab-delimited database Dles.
HyperCard stacks 4= Comma-delimited database files.
HyperCard stacks +=—# Word processing text files.
IMyperCard stacks 4 Microzoft Word mail merge files.
Hyper(iard stack «—# Texl lile € IlyperCard stack.

Onee you show HypoerPort how you want the final results to look, it
imports data into desired helds or exporis chunks of felds to a4 Ole.
[f you have only the text file, Hyperl’ort even builds a new stack
around that text for you. Turn database or training material into a
HyvperCard stack in record time!

This is the utility no HyperCard author should be without!
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— Introduction

- Here's Danny Goodman on Disk!

- Well, not quite. He was afraid of getting his fingers caught
in the spring-loaded door. So he's done the next best

—_ thing—put his HyperCard scripting expertise inlo a power-
ful utility we call HyperPort.

T

HyperPort eliminates complex seripting required Lo move
e - text into and out of HyperCard stacks. All vou do is click
and drag information objeets—Danny does the rest.

-
Look at HyperPort's text transfer capabilities:
b
HyperCard stacks «+—» Tab-delimited database fles.
— HyperCard stacks #=# Comma-delimited database files.
HyperCard stacks +—» Word processing text files.
— HyperCard stacks +—» Microsoft Word mail merge files.
HyperCard stack <—» Text file «—» HyperCard stack.
.
Once you show HyperPort how you want the final results to
— look, it imports data into desired fields or exports chunks of
fields to a file. If vou have only the text file, HyperPort
— - even builds a new stack around that text for you. Turn
database or training material into a HyperCard stack in
— record time!
—_ Onee you've created an import/export template, HyperPort
saves 1t 2o you don't need to re-create it the next time vou
— want to import or export the same information.
— - The program disk contains two verzions of HyperPort; one
: for HyperCard 1,2, and one for HyperCard 2.0.
|
e -
! -
g
e
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Introduction

About This Manual
This manual i1z divided into four chapters;

- Intrnﬂur:!i:‘:n tellz vou about the features and uses of
HyperPort, including how to install it on your Mac's
hard disk.

* Tutorial leads vou through the creation of sample
imporl and export templates, using the tutorial data
supplied on the HyperPort disk.

*  [mporting describes the process for importing comma-
or tab-delimited text data into a new or existing Hyper-
Card stack.

= Exporting shows vou how to export information from
vour HyperCard stacks to text files. These formatted
text files are then available for use in databases.
spreadsheets, table preparation, and lots of other uses.

There 12 also an index at the end of the manual to help vou
lind answers Lo apecific guestions.

System Requirements

In order Lo use HyperPort, you'll need the following:

1. Mac Plus, SE, SE/30, or Tl-series (hard disk drive
recommended), running svatem 6.0 or later.

2. HyperCard version 1.2.2 1.2.5, or 2.0.

It i1z very important that vour Mac's Operating System (Mac
08S) and vour version of HyperCard be compatible; if not,
HyperCard will erash unexpectedly and your information
may be lost or corrupted.

ItYourMacOsls: = Usethis
6.0,6.0.1,6.0.2, or 6.0.3 HyperCard 1.2.2
6.0.4 or 6.0.5 HyperCard 1.2.5

HyperPort User's Manual
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If you're using HyperCard version 2.0, you must use Mac OS5
version 6.0.5 or later.

To check the version of the Mae OS you're using, choose
About the Finder from the Apple pull-down menu right
after you've started your Mae, before you've run any apphi-
cations. You'll get the following display:

[[=—= Aboul the Macintosh® Finder™ V=

Fimider - 515
Eljﬂﬂl;'_ [ ]

Larry , John, Stewe  and Brocs
Ehpple Computer , Inc. 1'2835-20

i

To check the version of HyperCard you're using, click on the
HvperCard application icon once, and then type # I to get
the following:

SmE————— X0

% HuperCard

Eind - application
Size: 393,103 bytes used, 354K on dish

Loecked [ |

Yhere: FLE, L3510

Created - Mon, Aog 28, 195832, 712 AM
Hodified © Tee, Mar 20, 1990 222 PH
Wersion. 125 Copyright Apple Computer
" It 1 9ET-ED

Suggested Memory Size (K): 1000

Application Memary Size (KJ:

Once vou've verified that vour Mac OS and version of
HyperCard are compatible, yvou can install HyperPort on
yvour Mac's hard disk.

HyperPort User’'s Manual J
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Quickstart (i.e., If You Don’t Read Manuals)

If vou consider yoursell a pretty knowledgeable
HyperHacker, vou're probably skimming through the
manual right now searching for the absolute minimum
information you need to get started. Although we think
vou'd benefit from following the manual’s organization, we'll
try to accommaodate your impatience with the following
suggestions:

* Be sure you've read the System Requiremenis section.
* Install HyperPori as described below.

* Plunge directly into the Impori or Export chapter to
learn how Lo import or export your data.

For a more structured approach, we recommend reading the
remainder of this chapter and working through the Tuto-
rial, before attempting yvour own Import/export excursions.

Installation

Installation is easy — vou need Lo copy two items rom the
HyperPort floppy disk onto vour Mac’s hard disk. Follow
theze aleps:

1. Imsert the HyperPort floppy disk into vour Mac.

2. [f you have HyvperCard version 1.2.2 or 1.2.5, drag the
HyperPort (1.2) stack to vour hard disk. Drag the folder
labeled Tutorial (1.2) 1o your hard disk.

3. If you have HyperCard version 2.0, drag the HyperPort
(2.0 stack to your hard disk. Drag the folder labeled
Tutorial (2.0) to yvour hard disk

That's all there is to it. You should eject the HyperPort
floppy disk from your Mac and store it in a sate place.

HyperPort User's Manual
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Terminology

There i3 a bit of specialized computer terminology (a.k.a.
jargon) that's used in the rest of this manual. You'll find
the reading a lot easier if vou understand these terms.

HyperPort allows you to import text directly from a Mac
text file into any HyperCard stack, and export text from any
Hyper{ard stack to a Mac text file.

The information in these files may be formatted or unfor-
matted. The term unformatied means the information has
no inherent structure that requires specific data to be found
atl specifie locations. For example, word processing docu-
ments are (mostly) unformatted, eonsisting of one large
stream of text. Although some documents eontain tables or
columns, this sn't really formatted information, since there
15 no reguiremend that specific information appear at any
specific locafion in the document.

On the other hand, the data in a spreadsheet, telephone
directory, database, etc., is formatted. I consists of specific
fields of information, some of which may have specific
lengths (e.g., telephone numbers). Further, certain infor-
mation can only appear in eertain fields; for example, you
wouldn't enter the individual's name into an address feld.
In addition, there iz an implied location for each piece of
information.

Two other pieces of jargon you'll need to learn are delimiter
and delimited. Simply put, a deliriter is a character such
as a eomma, tab, or carriage return that is placed between
two fields or records in formatted data to separate or
delimit them,

For example, a spreadsheel such as Microsoft’s Excel can
write the contents of the spreadsheet Lo a tab-delimited Ltext
file. This means that tab characters are placed between
each of the eells in a row. (When the end of a row is
reached, a carriage return character is placed aflter the last
cell to indicate that the next piece of data is actually the
first cell in the next row.) HyperPort's import-export
feature can deal with either tab or eomma delimiters.

HyperPort User’'s Manual =]
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In general, formatted Mac text files are tab-delimited. If
vou you save a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet as a text-only
file, for example, the individual fields will be tab-delimited.
S0 if you plan to import/export data from most Mac applica-
tions, choose this option.

In some cases, comma-delimited ficlds may be appropriate.
For example, Microsoft Word Mail-Merge Data files must be
comma-dehimited. Simmlarly, most PC (i.e.. non-Mae)
databases require their formatted text files to be comma-
delimited. If you're unsure of your requirements, check the
manual of the application from/to which you plan to import/
export.

How HyperPort's Import-Export Feature Works

It 15 important to understand that HyperPort imports or
exports lex! data — i.e., data that consists only of letters and
numbers. If you don't know whether a file is text data only,
try Lo open it with a word processing program. If vou can't
open it, or if you see strange characters when vou open the
file with a word processor, then it is unlikely that the data
iz purely text, and HyperPort’s import feature probably will
not work with that data.

In order to move information between HyperCard stacks
and formatted data sourees (such as spreadsheets, data-
bases, ete.), you would typically need to write a specific
HyperTalk seript that knows both the format of the source
data, and the format of the destination data. Writing these
seripts can be complicated and very tedious even for expert
HyperTalk scripters. and can be impossible for the non-
Programimner.

HyperPort alleviates the need to be a HyperTalk scripter by
helping you define vour own import-export templates, and
then transferring the data for you, based on the information
you've given HyperPort. These custom templates are then
saved in your own personal list of import-export templates.

HyperPort User's Manual
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When to Use the Import-Export Feature

There will be times in which vou would like to be able to
transfer formatted text into and out of various HyperCard
atacks. For example, 2 name and address stack can be
exported to a tab-delimited file that can be read by almost
any Macintosh spreadsheet or database program. Simi-
larly, you may already have a phone directory on a data-
base; by saving this directory as a tab-delimited text file,
you can import it into any HyperCard stack without having
to retype any information or tediously copy and paste the
information.

HyperCard is also frequently used as a development envi-
ronment for training applications. If yvou already have most
of the text in a word processing text file, vou may use
HyperPort to transfer long chunks of text into the Hyper-
Card stack.

Another example is the ahility to produce a text file for use
in preparing a form-letter mailing. You ean export only the
specific information vou need — Name, Title, Company, ete.
—and use almost any word processor that supports this
teature.

HyperPort is designed to make text transfer into and out of
HyperCard painleas — you work only with familiar informa-
tion, while HyperPort takes care of all the seripting.

HyperPort User's Manual rd




Tutonal
Tutorial

This tutorial 18 designed to help you get started with creat-
 m—— ing your own import/export templates. Here's what you'll
learn by working through the tutorial:

* How to create an export template for a sample name
; and address stack, and how to export the data to a
formatied text file.

* How to create an import template for a sample name
i - and address stack, and how to import data from a
formatted text file into this stack.

- i
*  How to import data from an unformatted text file into

1 - separate cards in a stack.

| You should allow about an hour to go through the entire
tutorial. However, yvou don’t need to do the entire tutoral

i all at once; there are stopping points to which you can
return at a later time. This allows you to follow the tutorial

| al your own pace.

- IMPORTANT: Throughout the manual it's assumed that
vou know basic Macintosh definitions, such as “file,” “dialog

i - box,” “check boxes,” “system folder,” etc., as well as basic
Mac actions such as clicking, double-clicking, dragging,

| - creating riew folders, ete. If vou're not familiar with these
terms and actions, you'll need to learn them before proceed-

e ing with the tutorial and reference chapters.

1 -
Conventions Used in the Tutorial

s
A special font (Courier)is used to show words or sentences

! - that you should type exactly as specified. For example, the
tutorial might instruct you to type the phrase “20525

e Mariani Drive” and then press the Return key. This in-
struction would appear as:

i
1. Type 20325 Mariani Drive and press Return.

.

Note that the instructions themselves are in boldface; in

i -

HyperPort User's Manual 9
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Figure 1
Startup
Screen

10

addition, the names of any keys (e.g., Return), buttons,
fields, check boxes. etc. will have their names capitalized.
In order to follow the tutorial accurately, it's important that
keysirokes and information are entered exactly as specified,
since parts of the tutorial depend on previously-entered
information,

Creating an Import Template

We'll start by creating an import template for a typieal
name and address stack. The stack to which we'll be
importing is in the Tutorial folder that vou copied to your

hard digk. The information that we'll be importing is also
in the Tutorial folder.

1. Open the HyperCard folder and double-click the
HyperCard application.

The Home Card appears.

2. Open the HyperPort stack from the File menu.

The startup screen appears:

EET
R L

DANNY GOODMAN'S
NO-TEARS HYPERCARD
TEXT IMPORT-EXPORT
| UTILITY PROGRAM

T = Y ——

OHEENTRIX TECHHOLOGY = IHE

This screen 1s displayed briefly, and then HyperPort's
main screen is shown:

HyperPort User's Manual

Figure 2
Main Screen

New Import z
Template —

button

Figure 3

Open Import Stack

Tutorial

Mew import Template

Import a file inte your HyperCanl stack

Mew Export Temploie

Export data from your Hypertard stack to a file

Mew Stock from Davabase
Create & new HyperCard stack from 8 databass s

Template Direclory

View a st of emsting templales

3. Click the New Import Template button in the
main Screenn.

The following dialog appears:

|55 HyperPort I

O Tutorial

Choose a HyperCard stack whers
inTormalicn s o go..

4, Open the HyperPort Tutorial folder and double-
elick the Address stack.

A lot of activity takes place when you dothis. Here's
what HyperPort is doing: first, it opens the Address
stack and copies the background from this stack into
the HyperPort stack. Next, it examines all the available
fields in the Address stack Lo determine where you
might want to pul information from the text file. It

HyperPort User's Manual 11
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Figure 4
Import
Template

Figld
Placeholders

Separaior

Placeholders

Import Menu—

then puts one or more placeholders into each field,
depending on the size of the field. Smaller placeholders
are created between field placeholders, for separator
characters such as commas. Finally, the Import Menu
appears; this menu may be moved anywhere on the
screen by clicking and dragging its title bar, Your
sereen should look like this:

A __]E Impart Menu ;
: ___|[ABawT THis 'I'l-n-plm-.-jl :

= || Load Sample Data

S | Mext Sowrce Pecord
- || Prey Seturce Pecard

_IETHF Sampls Dats

11

" {|Creale Separator...

¢ 5 |lGetete & Dats Field

1| Delete Template

'iLllnrl
=l :
|| Beturn to Index
|| Return s FMeou

9

HyperPPort has ereated the beginnings of an import
template. A template iz nothing other than a copy of a
particular ITyperCard background, with placeholders
that indicate where you want the imported data to go.
You'll Ainish creating this import template in the next
few steps.

Move the Import Menu to a convenient location
0N YOUr screen.

If you have a large sereen, you can move it completely
off the template; if you have a small screen, you'll need
to leave it overlapping some area of the template,

Click the Load Sample Data... option from the
Import Menu.
The following dialog appears:

HyperPort User's Manual

Figure 5

Specify Delimiter

Figure 6
Open Import File

Tutorial

Tent File Info...
w: Tab-delimited datlabase
{3 Comma-delimited database

) Word processing teut.,

(e )

This dialog is asking whether the data you'll be import-
ing 15 delimited by tabs or commas (for an explanation
of delimiters, see the Terminology section of the Intro-
duection). Our sample database is tab-delimited.

Click OK.

The following dialog appears:

leg |u1r.-m|i
= PLZ
M Bill of Raghts.text
| F st | ]
EF a2k
| |  Dpen !
Il [ Cancel )
Setect a Tab-delimited TEHT file T

irmpor Vi,

This dialog is asking vou to locate the formatied text file
from which you want to import data. We've conve-
niently included a sample file in the tutorial for you.

Double-click the Address.text file.

HyperPort now opens this text lile, and gets information
from the first record in the file. Next. each field from
the first record is made into a1 movable item. Your
screen should look like this:

HyperPort User's Manual 13
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Figure 7
Import
Template

Movable
ftems

14

Orag each cample (bom Lo LS Tocation Then chodse Import

Notice that some of the movable items are blank. That's
because for that particular record, no data was entered
into that field in the text file.

Blank fields can sometimes be a problem when you're
creating an import template, gince you can'’t tell what
data is supposed to be contained in that field. However,
our sample database file contains a record with every
field filled.

Click the Next Source Record option in the Im-
port Menu.

HyperPort reirieves information from the next record in
the text file, and places this information into the mov-
able items. Your screen now looks like this;

HyperPort User’s Manual

Figure 8

Import
Template

Fillad
Record

Tutorial

Nuotice that each movable item in this set of data is

filled, making the placement of the movable items a lot
clearer.

(In general, it's very helpful to have at least one record
with each field completely filled. If your text file doesn’t
have one, you can add one to it using either a word
processor or the database program itself.)

10. Drag the John Smith item into the upper-left

placeholder in the template.

The item will snap to the placeholder when you do this.
Here's what the template looks like when vou do this:

HyperPort User's Manual 15
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Movahle item

in placehoider

Figure 10
Filled-in

Template

16

Tutorial
12. Click the Create Separator... in the Import Menu.

The following dialog appears:

Figure 11 : ==
Choose a Separator Choose a separalor character...

Comma and epmaebdy

COmimd and spate [, )
Sﬁlﬂ-ﬂ'ﬂ SE‘FFEI'E‘EGF Fwm spaces [ )
it [}

slaeh {0

Berl garenbhess (4

right parestiesia { )
Feft braciwt{[}

Fight brsckel (1)
o

sxAnt-crlom ll__._:l

13. Click the Comma and Space separator once to

11. Drag each of the other items to its proper place- select it, and then click OK.

holder, so that the import template looks like this:
A comma and space separator ilem is placed into the

template:
Comma _
and Space
Separafor
: Figure 12
Template With
Separator
We're cloge to being finished, but not quite yet. Notice
that we've placed Sunnyvale CA 94086 all on one line.
Since these three address items are usually separated
by a comma-+space, and two spaces, respectively, we - 14. Drag the separator to the placeholder hetween
need to add these separators to our template. If we Sunnyvale and CA.
didn’t, HyperPort would simply place one space between —
multiple fields on one line. The separator will snap to the placeholder.
L — — 1“ —— e i - o o— —
HyperPort User's Manual — HyperPort User's Manual 17
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- Ll -ﬂ . - - -
15. Click the Create Separator... option in the Import As each record is imported, the text is placed into the
Menu. g Address stack and the card for that record iz shown on

the screen. Since there are only about ten records to

Figure 11 reappears, . import, you won't have to wait long for the import to

=
finish.
16. Click the Two Spaces separator once to select it, et
and then click OK. 19. Click Return to Menu in the Import Menu.
B = ]
A two-space separator item is placed into the template. HyperPort's main screen (ligure 2) 15 displayed.
This item appears to be blank, but it actually contains o
the information necessary to place two spaces into the
template. — That's basieally all you need to know in order to create your
i own import templates. To learn about additional features
17. Drag the separator to the placeholder between CA s and options for importing data, refer to the Import chapter
and 94086. in this manual.
The separator will snap to the placeholder. This is a convenient stopping point if vou don’t want to
prtn finish the rest of the tutorial right now. However, don’t
18. Click the Import... option in the Import Menu. delete the data you've just imported into the Address stack,
— since it's used in the next part of the tutorial.
After you click the Import... option, you'll see the
following alert message: -
Figure 13 While importing, click and hold mouse to stop. —
Cancel Import
(" cancel | i
=
Click the OK button.
L.
NOTE: Whenever you're importing data, vou can cancel the
operation by holding down the mouse button until the —
process stops (this may take a few seconds). Some of the
data will have been imported into the stack, however, s0 use i
this option only if you're sure you want to stop the process.
—a
HyperPort now begins its magic. It takes all the infor-
mation you specified when you dragged the movable -
itemns (both fields and separators) to their positions in
the template, and imports the Address.text data into —
the Address stack (not into the HyperPort stack ).
-y
e
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5 Vil
Creating an Export Template Figure 15
= Address Stack
Next vou’ll ereate a custom export template, for exporting : Btandh Lsar
information from any HyperCard stack to a formatted text - 234 Othello Drive
file. Again, you'll use the Address stack as the HyperCard Type a Return_ Stratferd, VT 00234
stack from which vou'll export data. However, first vou = (ere i
need to do some “preprocessing” to get the stack in good _
shape for exporting. Be sure you're running HyperCard e : | 612-555-0932
before starting the next steps. : e =
= _ (L] Ir.ifrra-.e.-s.
1. Choose Open from the HyperCard file menu.
© .
The standard open file dialog is displayed:
o
Fig ure 14 — —————
Open HyperCard
EtI::::h TP, IE& Iutun’ul! —
[1 Address —PLZ The first card in this stack contains the name Shanda
[ Index Lards _ - Lear. Notice that her address is only three lines total -
@ J Name, Street, and City/StateZip. However, all the
[ Drive ] - other addresses in this stack have four lines: Name,
e Company, Street, and City/State/Zip. In some cards,
(open ) — the Company line will be blank, but there is always a
separate line for the Company.
5 - i 2
For an exporl template to work the way you want it Lo,
— it's necessary for the data in the stack to be as consis-
2. Select the Address stack from the Tutorial folder i somt sy ﬁEEﬂThlE' ﬁ,] i g ﬁ’ﬂt you. b emew: thet
and elick Open the second line of Shanda Lear's card is not a Company,
' there's no general way for a computer to know this.
[ =g p .
e o E— This 5 st pr w5 the data in this
s Bk vessnd in s alaska diasinvsas This means that you must preprocess =
i card to conform to the same format as the rest of the
< " '
cards. This is easy to do.
— 3. Place the cursor at the first position on the sec-
ond line (i.e., in front of the “234” in figure 15) and
- press Return.
- A blank line is entered into this card, in the second line.
Now this card conforms to the same format as the
e others in this stack, and we'll be able to create a custom
- export template.
™

20 HyperPort User’'s Manual __ HyperPort User’'s Manual 21




Tutorial

Figure 16
Open Export Stack

Before you start to create your export template, notice
that the Address stack only contains three fields: the
upper field, containing four lines of address; the middle
field, containing one or two phone numbers; and the
bottom (serolling) field. Even though there are only
three separate fields in this background, HyperPort will
let you separate the information into many different
export fields. This means, for example, that we can
export the fourth line of each card (the line that con-
tains City/State/Zip) into three separate fields in the
formatted text file. This is very useful if vou need this
information in separate lields in a databaze. We'll
illustrate this capability in the next part of the tutorial.

Start HyperPort by opening the HyperPort stack
from HyperCard’s File menu.

The main screen (figure 2) iz displayed.
Click the New Export Template button.

The following dialog appears:

(& Huperrort]

1 HyperPorl 1.2.5 ¥ = PLZ
O Tutorial

g I Cancel |

Chovse a HyperCard stack from

|| which infermation is coming...

Open the HyperPort Tutorial folder and double-

click the Address stack.

As before, a lot of activity takes place when you do this.
HyperPort opens the Address stack and copies the
background from thiz stack into the HyperPort stack.
Finally, the Export Menu appears; this menu may be
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Figure 17

Export
Template

Export Menu

Tutorial

moved anywhere on the screen by clicking and dragging
its title bar. Here's what the screen looks like:

(== Euport Men ==
AbBoul This Templale,

"Shands Le

Dala From Mext Card
Data frem Prev Card

234 Dihell
Stratiord,

——TTuxpart Field Order...

| 7| 27| pelets Export Field
pelete Al Txport Fields
“ Pelete Templale

INFI: | Actress || Expart...

Heturn o Index
| Beturn to Mene

a o

Move the Export Menu to a convenient location
On your screen.

If you have a large screen, you ean move it completely
off the template; if you have a small screen, you'll need
to leave it overlapping some area of the template.

Click the Data From Next Card... option to display
a completely filled-in record.

Your screen should look like this:
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Figure 18
Address
Stack for o
John Srmiih
Export : Consalidated Publicabions
I 7 Printing Press Lane
Gimnngvale, CA 94056
= 415-555-0837
B/ 415-555-039:2
INFO: | Py nie manosls
9. Seclect the text “John Smith” by clicking and
dragging.
The text is highlighted:
Figure 19
Address
Stack
Consolidated Puklications
I 7 Prinling Fress Lane
ﬁi‘lﬂﬂfﬂﬂl Sunmyvale, Ca 94006

™ 415-555-9437

| 15-555-0592

INFT I'F-ri'ﬁi': Thanuels_
|

As soon as you release the mouse button, a dialog
appears:
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Figure 20
Name Export Field

Tutorial

Cosor o s —

Name of Hyper-
Card field

selecied | owe e

Text You o= VETE

Selected

ngnrl',u-ri!"[i!.-c.aignutiuﬂ:
& Line 1 ef Field “Name and Address”

HyperCard
Component

[ Comcel JQ UK i

This dialog contains a lot of information. First, it tells
vou that the name of the HyperCard field that contains
the text “John Smith" is Name and Address. Next, it
displays the selected text in the Selected Text field.
Finally, it gives vou the HyperCard designation for this
component of the field. (For a detailed discussion of
HyperCard components, see the chapter on Export in
this manual.)

10. Type ¥am= into Export Field Name, and click OK.

The export template is redisplayed, with the field
designation (“Name”) in place of the actual data:

Consolidated Publications
I T Printing Press Lans
Sunnywale, T4 Qd0Hs

W 415-555-9837

= 415-555-0292

INFIY- | Prints pesnumls,
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11. Select the text “Consolidated Publications™ by
clicking and dragging.
As soon as you release the mouse button, the following
dialog is displayed:
Name of Hyper-___
Card field TR L~ ome and Rddress |
TE.IT Fﬂu L :_-Eiet_ﬂﬂ - - H\l;-lﬂ-'-.-: ¥ BLE 1
e e BT |
Selected
Rgperiard Resignation:
W Line 2 of Field “Name and Hidress”
HyperCard .
Component .
Figure 22

|_l -ullu?t__: I 114 I

Name Export Field

This dialog is very similar to figure 20, except that the
Seolected Text is “Consolidated Publications” rather than
“John Smith.”

12. Type Company into Export Field Name, and click
OK.

The export template is redisplayed, with the field
designation (“Company”) in place of the actual data:

Figure 23
Export
Template
17 Printing Press Lane
sunnyvale, CA Q4056
MName of
Export field | 415-555-0837
& 415-555-0392
INIFD: | Bty manue] s,
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13. Select the text “17 Printing Press Lane” by click-
ing and dragging.

Again, the dialog shown in figure 20 is displayed.

14. Type 5t reet into Export Field Name, and click
ORK.

The export template is redisplayved, with the held
designation (*Street”) in place of the actual data.

15. Seleet the text "Sunnyvale, CA 94086" by clicking
and dragging.

For this selected text, the dialog looks a hitle different:

Name of Hyper-

Card field Ewport Fleid Name: |

Tt Voo Selected  Suwyvsle, CA 4086

- Tent:
Selected
ngmm'ii'EEI;.}.EEEE"“ RS |
-4 Line 4 of hield "Name and Hddress”

HyperCard = £) "City. State ZIP* format.

Components =2 “City, Province Postal Code* format.
Figure 24
City/State/Zip
Export Fields : -

HyperPort recognizes that this selection might contain
city, state and zip code components, and gives vou the
option of apecifving this.

16. Click the radio button for “City, State Zip” format
and elick ORK.

At this point vour screen should look like this:
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Figure 25

Export
Tempiate

B 415-555-0837
£ 415-555-0392

INFO: | Prisds manusls

17. Select the text “415-555-9837" by clicking and
dragging.

Again, the dialog shown in figure 20 is displayed.
18, Type T=_#1 into Export Field Name, and click OK.

The export template is redisplaved, with the field
designation (“Tel#17) in place of the actual data.

19. Select the text “415-555-0392" by clicking and
dragging.

Again, the dialog shown in figure 20 is displayed.
20. Type T=1¢7 into Export Field Name, and click OK.

The export template is redisplayed, with the field
designation (“Tel#2") in place of the actual dala.

21. Select the text “Prints manuals.”

Since you've selected text in a scrolling field, the dialog
looks a little different:
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Figure 26
Name Export Field

Replace Returns e ]
pop-up menu

Figure 27
Export
Template
(Final)

Tutorial

Euport Field Nome: | [T

Selectied  Pocts mancals.
TeHi:

HyperCard Deslgnation:
@ Field "Info”
Replace RETURNS will: | Comma and Space |

S

' ol JL oK

Serolling fields may contain carmage returns in the text.
Since most database programs treat carriage returns as
defining the end of a record, you'll want to substitute a
different character for returns. Typically, vou'll substi-
tute a comma plus a space.

22. Accept the default HyperCard field name (“Info™)
by elicking OK.

Your template should look like this:

=
=
INFD-

You've completely specified yvour export template,
During this process, you created nine separate export
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23.

fields: Name, Company, Street, City, State, Zip, Tel#1,
Tel#2, Info. Each of these fields will be written to a text
file, with the specified delimiter (in our case, a Tab
character) placed between each piece of data.

Click Export... in the Export Menu.
Before the export can start, vou must specify whether

vou want the fields to be comma- or tab-delimited;
clicking Export... displavs the ollowing:

] Text File Info._

® Tab-delimited dalabase
CrLomima-delimiled dalabase

0 Word processing tesl...

Click Tab-Delimited Database.

The following dialog appears:

=3 Tutorial
[ fiddrass
PSS bR
% Bill af Aiahts. tes?

inden Tards

[

S

<

(_Drive ]
Please name this file... .| Save |
(_Cancel ]

EI-I port File 16/26/90)

Type Rddress.export into the File Name field,
and click Save.

An alert appears, telling vou that vou ean stop the
export process:

Figure 28
Select Comma/Tab
Delimiter
24.
Figure 29
Name Export File
25.
30
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Figure 30
Cancel Export

Tutonal

While exporting, click and hold mouse to stop. ‘

o) ) |

26. Click OK.

The data is written to the export file called
Address.export.

27. Click Return to Menu in the Export Menu.
HyperPort's main screen (figure 2) is displayved.

If you have a spreadsheet, you can use it to open the file
you just created, and see that each individual field
occuplies a separate cell, and each record occupies a
separate line.

That's basically all you need to know in order to ereate your
own export templates. To learn about additional features
and options for exporting data, refer to the Export chapter
in this manual.

This is a convenient stopping point if vou don’t want to
finish the rest of the tutorial right now. The remaining
section of the tutorial shows you how to import long text
files into separate cards in a HyperCard stack,
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Importing Unformatied Text Files

The final part of the tutonial shows you how to import long
passages of unformatted text into individusl cards in a
HyperCard stack. This can be very useful, since
HyperCard's full-text search eapabilities then allow you to
locate specific words and phrases easily. This part of the
Tutorial requires that you have a word processor that opens
text files.

Previously, when vou created an import template for
formatted text, you relied on that text having delimiters
between the individual fields and records. For example, the
Addresses.text file has a tab character as the field delim-
iter, and a carmage return character as the record delimiter.
Since unformatted text files don’t have any built-in delimit-
ers, vou first must enter these delimiters into the text file
using a word processor. HyperPort lets vou define vour own
delimiters as any sequence of characters, as you'll see in
thiz section of the tutorial.

1. Run your word processing program.

Since most word processors can open text files, you can
use practically any word processor you might have.

2. Open the Bill of Rights.text file in the HyperPort
Tutorial folder.

This file contains the United States’ Bill of Righta.
There are ten Articles in the Bill of Rights, and
HyperPort simphifies the process of placing each Article
into a separate card in a HyperCard stack.

3. Place the cursor on the blank line between the

end of Article I (“...redress of grievances.”) and
Article II.

HyperPort User's Manual

Figure 31
Bill of Rights
Text File

r"'
EEIJ'HTI'.I‘EF""; ARTICLE I

Figure 32
Text File With
Delimiters

Delimiters

Tutorial

4. Type Option-8 to place a bullet (») character in
the text.

The delimiter we're using is a bullet (=), Since this
doesn’t occur anywhere else in the text, it's a good
delimiter to use. For example, here's what yvour screen
will look like after you've placed the first delimiter-

F————— pill 0t Righls tentl SFee———"—=
ARTICLE]T : é

Congreas shall meks no law mepectng &n eseblishoment of mhgicn,; or prohatitng he free j
everite themof, or sbodymg the freedom of Speech or of the press; or the deht of the :
people peaceably wrasse mble . and 30 petifion the sovernment 0T & red ieds of gosmnces i

r

=)
o

LR T

e e

A well ez nlaied s heing: peeessiny 1 the security of a free siste, e el of the
people o keepoand bear arms, ahal oot be infringed

e A A e e

i

3. Place the same delimiter (+) on the blank line
hetween every Article in this file.

When you're done, your document should leok some-
thing like this:

Iéj_g Bill of Rights_tewt ﬁ_
BRTICLE

CongrEes ahall ek oo B reapecing an erabishment of wligion, or probibitng e fres
eedciee Mevend or sbndging the fmeedom of speech . 0f of the press o the fght of the
people peareably o assemble, and © pelition e goveranent for & medess of goemnces

,-";.nrn‘LE n

o

R
A
e
==

=

/ A well meulaipd milids, Belng fecessary o The Secuaty of & fres e, 08 iy ol Te 3
I." peDpde i Beep arel bear soms, skell ot be InfTImged '~

f aEmeoiEm

LS
ey
iyl

"
;'/ Ho solier <hall o ome of pesce, be quaremd in any howss - wrthout the copeaTof e
owner, nnr i fme of VAT, DOLIR 10 § Manned 1 be prescribed by v
.

AFRTICLETY

The ngfitof e people © b s=cue in Sl perons, howses, papers, ol efferis, sgaine)
ToreasTnAhle seancies and serrures shall ot e molesd | and mo wecre shEl s | bl
TR0 probsble calse supporied by cath oF affmanon, and paricalsdy deseribing the
'I.,I'm W b mearched nnd the persons or hings © be deized

+

ey
g o e e
Sasnrgu

ARTICLE ¥ i}

HNo peraom shall be tedd w0 auswer for & capital, or otherWise MIAMONE CIIRE, WISES (0L
preseniment or Ind ietnent of & grand oy, exeepd i cased anaing in the land oo xesl
Voroes, of I T medlitis ) when moschoel service I Wme of war oF pubbic dasgen, nor shall
B DEROn e Siliect for the sanme offenas © be Twice gt in oty of bife or mb: ot
shanll be compeled in sny crnons] cx39 00 be 8 WERess spaknet hivweelf, o be depred of i
Bfe, Berry, or property, without due process 'of kv, hor shall private firoperty be wken for £
l\wtll.w ez withon! ot COMpaiasion oo

. i
Fage | [Nermal = W B
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6.

'

8.
Figure 33
Choose Import
Stack

9.

34

Save the modified Bill of Rights.text file as a fext
file and quit the word processor.

It is very important that you save the modified Bill of
Rights text file as a text file, and not in the native file

format of your word processor. Refer to your word

processor manual for information on how to do this. (If
You're using MultiFinder, you must close the Bill of
Rights file before proceeding. )

Run HyperCard and open the HyperPort stack.

The HyperPort main screen (figure 2) is displayed.

Click the New Import Template button.

The following dialog appears:

[ HyperPort |

T Tutorial

&

information is 1o go...

Choose a HyperCard stack where

Open the HyperPort Tutorial folder and double-
click the Index Card stack.

As before, HyperPort creates the beginnings of an

import template, and places the Import Menu on top of

the template:
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Figure 34
Index Cards
Stack

= Impor! Menu
ahent This Template |

|| B2 R R R SR S

Placeholder : " || Load Sample Dats...
| | Wext Source Becord

;Pr“ Gamrce Recard

IClear Sample Dats

Import Menu

5 iﬂe’h‘l: n Datn Field
- ilh'lﬂ: Templale

— || Retlora fo Index
[ wgiRelurn to Mens
e —

+ L

10. Move the Import Menu to a convenient location
0N YOUr screen.

If you have a large sereen, you can move it completely
off the template; if you have a amall sereen, you'll need
to leave it overlapping some area of the template.

11. Click the Load Sample Data... option from the
Import Menu,

The following dialog appears:

Figure 35 :
Specify Delimiters y
 Tab-delimited database

DA —-delimited dalabase

CF Word processing Lesl..,

(toncet Jf ok |

This dialog is asking whether the data you'll be import-
ing 18 delimited by tabs, commas or vour own special
delimiters (for an explanation of delimiters, see the
Terminology section of the Introduction),
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12. Click the Word processing text... radio button.
An additional option appears in this dialog:
Figure 36 .
Enter Text Texnt File Info...
Delimiter i) Tab-delimited database
) Comma-delimited database
@ Word processing tewut...
Unigue characteris) dividing
tert for each card:
Delimiter feid
13. Tyvpe Option-8 (+) into the delimiter field, and
click ORK.
The following dialog appears:
Figure 37

Select Import File = Tutorial

[ Bill of Rights.text

| =

Select a «»-delimiled TEHT THe for
importing.

This dialog is asking you to locate the unformatted text
file from which vou want to import data.

14. Double-click the Bill of Rights.text file.

HyperPort now opens this text file, and reads text up to
your specified delimiter (the bullet character). It places
the first 20 or so characters into a movable item. Your
sereen should look like this:
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Movable
ftam
Placsholder
Figure 38
Import
Template
15. Drag the ARTICLE I item into the placeholder in
the Index card field.
The item will snap to the placeholder when you do this.
16, Click the Import... option in the Import menu.
You'll see the following dialog:
Figure 39
Cancel Import While importing, click and hold mouse to stop.

[ Cancel J,

Click the OK button. HyperPort proceeds to import the
text into this stack, When the procedure runs,
HyperPort creates ten new cards in this stack, and
imports each Article from the Bill of Rights.text file into
a separate card.

17. When the import is finished, elick Return to Index
in the Import Menu.

The HyperPort main screen (figure 2} is redisplayed.
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You've successfully created two import templates and one ~ata, I t.
export template using the text and stacks supplied in the - mpor Ing
Tut_m-iai folder. The main screen includes two other um-_ﬁr_] x
Options: — HyperPort lets you import a wide range of formatted text
data into any of your existing HyperCard stacks, or into a
(1) New Stack from Database, o brand new HyperCard stack. For example, you might have
: [ a list of names and addresses saved in a spreadsheet file,
T}”ﬁ option lets you import data from a formatted text st like this:
file into a new, blank HyperCard stack. rather than
requiring that you use an already-existing stack. See — a8 -t Lo [ 1fL.6 | M |
the Tmport chapter for complete information on using b vt ekt Tmserts (1. wousterd e Jsenbisge 0 195123 T1&-sesgass |
e | B 3 b en e Sopes e L so0ss stz s gssel
A m— O L Ra
(2) Template Directory. — E?_IT“ AT S I T A S e S
SRR e e R
HyperPort automatieally saves every import and export — If you also have a name and address list in a HyperCard
t‘?mi}]ﬂtf ¥ou create, in the HyperPort stack itself. The : stack, you probably want to keep your entire list in one
Template Directory button gives vou a list of these place — the stack or the spreadsheet. HvperPort makes 1t
templates. Click on it and you'll see the following: easy to do this.
Egt";? ?nj:':purl- e e e e e = Or maybe you record your expenses in a spreadsheet, but
Export would like to create a HyperCard stack to do this. While
Templates e S the row and column format of the spreadsheet is good for
' summanizing information, HyperCard has the advantage of
e T allowing long text ficlds and expanded search capabilities.
EA11 o Rights bt -+ 1nde= Cards Using HyperPort, you eould easily import and export data
back and forth between the two formats, making use of each
anm format’s advantages.
e
i The Two Import Options
-
HyperPort gives you two import options:
;e
== ——— 1. You can import into an existing HyperCard stack,
: . — e | — adding new cards for each record you import.
If you have recurring import needs, this feature will save ¢ 2. You can import into a brand new (blank) stack. This
you i lot of time by alleviating the need to re-create the option lets you import the data first, and then design
import or export template every time you need it. pensn the stack around the data. If you don’t have an existing
stack that's appropriate for your data, this option gives
= you the freedom to get the data into a staek first, and
then add the graphics, scripts, ete. that you want.
’ . ol Ll o s =
i HyperPort User's Manual
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If you're not an experienced HyperCard designer and
scripter, yow'll probably use the first option most of the
time, If you're a HyperHacker, option #2 may be the way
voure used to creating new stacks.

How the Import Feature Works

If you've been diligent and worked through the Tutorial,
then this section will be old hat to vou and you can skip it.
If you came directly to this chapter, a (very) brief deserip-
tion of how HyperPort's import feature works will be
helpful.

You start by telling HyperPort the stack and background to
which you want to import vour data (the destination stack ).
HyperPort then copies this background to the HyperPort
stack itself (to serve as a template) and analyzes it. It looks
at each field in this background and, based on the ficld’s
size and type, tries to determine how much data yvou might
want to import into the field.

When the analysis is complete. HyperPort creates place-
holders (slots) that can eontain individual fields from your
text file. Next, you open that text file, and HyperPort gets
an actual data record and displays it on the template; each
individual field from the record is a movable item that you
drag into a placeholder. You may also specify separators,
such as commas, spaces, etc., between fields in vour tem-
plate. Finally, when you're finished creating the import
template, you simply click the Import option.

HyperPort will import your formatted text file into the
stack you specified. Each record from the text file iz added
a8 a separate card to the end of the background of the
import stack. The import template itself is saved in the
HyperPort stack so you can reuse it later.
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Some Notes on Importing Text Data

Although HyperPort’s import facility is very powerful and
flexible, you may find that the source text data limits what
you can do when you're setting up your import template.
Here are some of the things to watch for in the text file vou
want to import, and possible solutions.

1. Separating data from the source text file into
different fields in the import template.

Although HyperPort can “group” two or more scparate data
fields from your source file into one field in the imported
stack, it cannot "ungroup” data from one single field and
place it into two or more separate destination fields. For
example, if you have a name and address file in which the
City, State and Zip Code are all contained in one field
instead of three separate fields, HyperPort won't be able to
separate this one field into three separate fields (City,
State, and Postal Code) when you import it.

There are two ways you can work around this problem:

1) "Ungroup” the single field into multiple fields, before
you use HyperPort to import it. Some database pro-
grams allow you to do this, and HyperPort's own export
feature lets vou do this also.

2) Using HyperPorl, import the grouped data into one
field, export it to multiple ficlds (again using
HyperPort), and then re-import it in the format you
want.

For example. vou could import a grouped City, State

and Zip field into a single field in your import template.
After the import is complete, you would next create a
export template that “ungroups” the City, State and Zip
data. Finally, vou would create another import tem-
plate to re-import the text file into the proper fields.

Although this may appear to be a lot of effort, it's
usually faster and more reliable than manually retyping
all the information into the proper fields.
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2. Not enough placeholders in the import template,

Another 13zue you might find is that HyperPort ereates too
few suggested placeholders in your template. For example,
you may want to import three source fields (e.g., First
Name, Middle Initial, Last Name) into one Name field in

vour import template, but HyperPort has created room for
only two.

This problem is easily solved by modifving the fields in the
destination stack (the stack to which you'll be importing the
data}, using HyperCard's field tool, to be a little wider.
HyperPort will fit more placeholders in wider fields.

3. You need more than one placeholder in a scrolling

field.

In any template, a scrolling field receives only one place-
holder. You might want Lo eonsolidate more than one field
from the source text file into a scrolling field, however.

Again, this problem iz easily solved by modifying the field in
the destination stack. Use HyperCard's field tool to change
the field type from Serolling to Rectangle, and be sure the
size 15 large enough to accommodate all the placeholders
that you might need.

Next, create your import template using this modified field,
Finally, after you've imported the data, use HyperCard’s
field tool again to change the field back to a scrolling field.

Preparing a Formatted Text File for Import

Before plunging directly into the import process, you should
examine the formatted text file vou're going to be importing.
If necessary, vou should “pre-process” it to insure that vou'll
be able to import the text in the way you want. Here's a
checklist of things to do.

1. Make sure at least one record (preferably the first! has
descriptive data in every line of every field,

42

HyperPort User’'s Manuai

=2
—
==
=
==
==
==
=

Importing

Here's an example of why this is useful. Suppose vou're
importing some expense aceount information into your
HyperCard stack. Each expense record consists of three
fields: (a) expense category, (b) amount spent this month,
and {¢) amount spent last month. A few typical records
might look like this:

Calegory Am't This Month Am't Last Month

Stamps 3.75
Supplies 4.25 16.34

Mise. 18.23

OF these three records. only one (Supplies) has data in all
three fields. In addition, two of the ficlds (Am’t This Month
and Am’t Last Month) have exactly the same kind of data:
dollars and eents. When vou try to create an import tem-
plate, the blank fields won't be very informative; worse, you
can’'t necessarily tell at a glance which dollar amount is last
month's and which is this month's.

Pre-process this file by adding the following “dummy
record” at the beginning of the file:

Category Am't This Month

Am't Last Month
Stamps 3.75
Supplies 4.25 16.34
Mise. 18.23

When vou create your import template, the data in the
dummy record — Category, $.This. Month, and $.Last Month
— will provide the information you nced to accurately create
the template you want.

2. Heview the data to be sure it's consistend.

This means that each record should contain the same
number of fields in the same order. even if some of the
records have blank ficlds. Unless all the records contain
the same number of fields, HyperPort won't be able to
import them into your stack.
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8. Be sure the file is actually a text file.

HyperPort only works with text files — files whose data are
either alphabetic characters, numbers, punctuation, or
carriage returns. Non-text characters, such as line feeds,

formatting characters, etc., will create difficulties or prevent

the import from working.

If you don’t know whether a file is completely texi, try
opening it with the Teach Text program that came with
your Mac system disk. If you can’t open it, or if you see
strange characters when you open it, then the file probably
isn’t a purely text file, and HyperPort won't work with that
file.

NOTE: The text file data base that you want to import can
contain up to 88 individual fields within each record. If
yvour source file contains more than this number of fields,
HyperPort won’t import it.

Importing to an Existing HyperCard Stack

To import data from a formatted text file to an existing
HyperCard Stack, follow these steps.

Step 1: Start HyperCard and run the HyperPort
stack.

You Can choose Open from the File pull-down menu to open
the HyperPort stack. Alternatively, vou can double-click
the HyperPort stack from the Finder. HyperPort's title
sereen appears briefly:

geogoooonaoaondonaotntt
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Figure 42
Startup
Screen

Figure 43

Main Screen

New Impori

Template —

button

Importing
|
|
DANNY GOODMAN'S
NO-TEARS HYPERCARD
TEXT IMPORT-EXPORT
_ UTILITY PROGRAM
| coMcENTRIX TEGHHODIOGY - iNE

Next, HyperPort's main menu appears:

Mew hq:lurll 'I'Hluplult

lmport a filevinte your HypenTand stack

— 1
% Mew Export Templote H
u Export data ITom your HypetCard stack o a{ile ===

......

T Mew Stack from Database

Creabe a new Hypsrlard stack from a datatase il

Template Dircctary -

i ®
= N Ve
— o T

a fist of sxisting templates

Step 2: Select the stack and background to which
vou want to import.

Click the New Import Template button in HyperPort's main
screen; the following dialog appears:
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£ um
Figure 44 appears in the middle of the template. Here's an example of
Open Import Stack [SHyperrart] -— a background that’s been processed by HyperPort:
O Tukorial Figum a6
= Import
— Template —5= Tmpari e 5
[ open ] : 2 __||ABaut Tz Template |
:J_, |"_ l'_.I_II'II:_E'_l _.il —p—— Ff':ﬂfd = - — . == | [ r— 3
Choose a HygperCard slack where Placeholders = = . ] :::::E:':T; E;.;:
infarmation is 0 go... o i Clear Jample Dota
s , T ; Placeholders | T 5 e e
Loecate the stack to which you'll be importing data, and click — e : : ==l hetete Template
Open. If this stack has more than one background, you'll 1 " e ' -
see another dialog: — rencablii} |
|| Relurs lo Henn
Figure 45 Py = 2 _ -~
Choose Choose the background 1o : 2 - ; ) o
Background use as a lemplate... e e e e s e
Backgrounds | Di rectory iy ———
in this stack E:E"::jf;j“;'?;ﬁa — The Import Menu is movable; elick in the title bar and drag
"rhkgm id 4348 it to a convenient location on the screen.
Unnamed _ _ —
Background View button Step 3: Load a sample record from vour formatted
= text file
' m Click Load Sample Data. . in the Import Menu to get the
Note that, for anyv background withoutl a name, its descrip- following dialog:
tion iz “bkgnd 1d ####" 1n this dialog. You may view a m
= - - 5 tp - e
background by selecting it and clicking the View button Figure 47 rent Elle Info.: ]
ithe Choose Background dialog will remain dispiayed when m Specify Delimiter ——
you do this). Select the desired background by clicking it, “‘f" WL fasehasn !
and then click OK. If this isn’t the correct stack, click the m L Lomma-delimiled dalabose
Cancel button and youll return to the main screen (figure (O) Word processing text...
). [ ==
As soon as you've specified the stack and the background, m
HyperPort goes to work: first, it opens the stack and copies _ )
the selected background to the HyperPort stack itsell. Next m [ Cancer ]
it examines all the available background fields to determine P—
where vou might want to put information. It then puts one m In order to correctly read the text file, HyperPort needs to
or more placeholders into each field, depending on the size know if the file is tab- or comma-delimited (see the Termi-
of the field. Smaller placeholders are created [or separator “ nology section in the Introduction for an explanation of
characters, such as commas. Finally, the Import Menu these terms). The Word processing Lext... option 15 used for
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[ Y
unformatted text files, as explained later. Click the appro- Record options in the Import Menu to get the next or
priate delimiter, and click OK. Another dialog appears: - previous records, respectively, from the text file: this data is
placed into the movable items. (Those of vou who followed
Figure 48 T i - step 1 in Preparing a Formatted Text File... will have a
Open Import File [ Tutorial] _‘ dummy record with each field filled, and probably won't
O Bddress.tent =Pz | g need to use these options).
) Bl of Rights.tlent T _ )
:—u:’g | m—— If you made a mistake and opened r}te‘wmug soree text file,
: , click the Clear Sample Data option in the Import Menu,
b2 —s This option closes the text file and deletes the movahle
= items from the template, but leaves the template and the
5| [(_Cancer ] —c placeholders intact. You can then elick Load Sample Data.
| Select a Tab-delimited TEXT file far to open another text file.
impaorting. —
i Step 4: Drag the movable items to the placeholders
Locate the formatted text file from which you're gaing to — in your template,
import, and click Open. HyperPort goes to work, getting
fields from the first record in the text file, and creating — As you release the mouse button, the movable item will
movable items out of them. When 1t finishes, your screen “snap to” a placeholder, if it's near enough. You don't need
looks somewhat like this: —— to drag all the movable items into placeholders — any items
- that aren’t in placeholders will be ignored when the actual
n import takes place. Alternatively, you may click the Delete
a Data Field and select the field to delete via the following
m dialog:
Movable §
ltems n Figure 50 "
Delete Movable Choose a source field to delete
u ltem lignore during import)...
Benjamin Doone "
m card l;-uttn::n 15 B
Movable items ;.1:,;3:3{ G Pt i
m with blank Pé
: contents 13072
Figure 49 215-555-9447 |’
Template m -card button id 11
with Source Bogntes Hager
Record n 5!
D:'al:_] gach sample item tn_*._t_a_l_-?_.z53_1_92__'!'!1_3.-. choose '||'|'||:|.:-\-!—I‘: n [ o ]
. )
If this record isn't representative of typical data in your file, n Note that, for any movable item that is blank, its deserip-
you can click the Next Source Record or Prev Source m tion is “eard button id #” in this dialog (the draggable
_ objects are actually HyperCard buttons).
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Step 5: (Optional) Create and place separators into Step 6: Click the Import... option to import your
yvour template. data.
Separators arc characters such as commas, semicolons, ete. When you're finished creating your import template, click
Click the Create Separator... option in the Import Menu to Import... in the Import Menu, and HyperPort works its
dizsplay the list of separators: magic. It takes all the information you specified when you
dragged the movable items to their positions in the tem-
Figure 51 plate, and imports the text file into the destination stack

(not into the HyperPort stack — only the template is stored
there). As each record is imported, a new eard is ecreated in

Choose Separator Choose a separator character...

comma 1) KE the stack, and is shown on the screen while the data is
i 1 : a

o ma and space £, 1 written toit.

b apaces { ) T

period {3 5

=lazh (4)

Before the import process starts, an alert informs you that

leit paranthesis { : )
vou can stop the import process at any time:

right parenthesis ()}
Telt bracketi ] )
right bracket (])

e e R

e Ca
e et

colgn () bﬁ Figure 53
Xi=celanfy) ] Cancel Import While importing, click and hold mouse to slop.
Choose the separator you want by selecting it and elicking
OK: it will be placed into its own movable item on the If you decide to stop the import process, chick and hold the
template: mouse button down until the process stops. All the records
that were imported Lo the destination stack before you
Movable stopped the process will remain in that stack.
Separator : :
When the import proeess is finished, click Return Lo Index
to return to HyperPort's index of templates, or Return to
Menu to return to HyperPort's main sereen (figure 435
Clicking ¢ither of these options saves this import template
il in the HyperPort stack, and places a description of it in the
Placeholder - : - EM...:... = i H'lrrpe_.r[lurt indﬂx-
for Sgparator S ELL- I B : 1
Figure 52 EE
Template with @8
Separator :
Drag the separator to one of the placeholders in the tem-
plate.
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Figure 54
Index of
Templates e =
Customized lemplakes
Siddreas fewt - Address
—|fmbdresy - = &dfress mnpor
Bitl of Rights text - Fpde Cands
If you want lo verify the source text file and destination
stack, click About This Template in the Import Menu to
get the following:
Figure 55 )
About this About This Template...
Template
g Source File:
Rddress.text
Destination File:
Address
L 0K
Deleting Templates
To delete the currently displayved template, elick Delete
Template in the Import Menu. This option deletes the
current template that you're working on.
To delete an old template you previously created, click the
Template Directory button in the HyperPort main screen
(figure 43) to display the index of templates (figure 54).
Next, double-click the template you want to delete; this will
52 HyperPort User's Manual
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display it, along with the Import Menu. Finally, chck
Delete Template in the Import Menu,

Editing Templates

You can edit the source text file for any import template.
To do this, select the template by double-clicking 11 in
HvperPort's Index of templates (figure 54). When the
template and Import Menu is displayed, elick Clear
Sample Data. This will delete the sample data from the
template, and “forget” the source text file. You can then
Load Sample Data from a new source text file.

[f you Return to Index or Return to Menu without
loading any sample data into vour template, the template is
saved in the HyperPort index anyway, but without a source
text file (see figure 54). This allows you to go back and
specify the source file at a later time.

Importing an Unformatted Text File

HyperPort facilitates importing long passages of unformat-
ted text into individual cards in a HyperCard stack. This is
a useful feature, since vou can then use HyperCard's full-
text search capabilities to locate specific words and phrascs
easily. In order to do this, vou musf pre-process the unfor-
matted text file and place your own delimiters at the end of
the text you want placed into separate cards.

Since unformatted text typically has earriage returns,
commas, and tabs in it, HyperPort would usually interpret
these characters as record and field delimiters, respectively.
However, vou can tell HyperPorl Lo ignore these delimiters
and only look for a particular delimiter that you've defined
and placed into the text. Typically, you'll do this using a
word processor.

Step 1: Open the unformatted text file using your
word processor, and place your own delimit-
ers at the end of the passages you want
imported into separate cards.
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Figure 56

Text File With

Custom
Delimiters

Delimiters

For delimiters, vou can use any sequence of characters vou
want. However, vou should probably use recognizable (but

unlikely) sequences of text characters, such as ++++ (four
plus signs), * (the Option-8 character), ete. These se-
gquences don’t normally ceeur in English text, and thus
they'1l be unigue Lo your text file. Tf you use control- or
option-characters that aren’t displayable, HyperPort will
still work, but vou won't be able to recognize those charac-
ters when vou create your import template,

Here's an example of a text file with bullets ( *) as the
delimiters:

E[[=—=——————= il of Rights.teut

WETICLE T

Congress shall make o0 B respecting an eswhlehment of miigion, O prOTIbInGE e e
axaprise thepenf. o abndging the fomedom of speech, of of te press; or the ngit of the
people pesceably o aszemble, and 0 petition the government for o s of grievances
"
|AaFTICLED
|
A vl repulamed ol heing necessary v the seourity of & e 3 the: Tz bl of e
| peopie w keep and bear arms, 2hall aot b mfriged

||Il.

/ I'.AJI!T'.CLE m

/| e sobdter shall & time of peace, beguarered in any boues, withowt the oomsent of the

OWEEr, TOT i Hime Of War, barm in & megues 0 e prescobed by law
&
ARTICLE IV

| Tre mght of the people T be astume in thell perIons, ROUSES, PADETE, and eIferis, ngmams!
| mrceasonsbl searches and seiurss hall ot be vanlesed | and no wrarrants phall isswe | but
Li

Y upop pimhebbe canze, supporied by oath or sffirmation, and parboulariy descollng the
| place 1 be searrhed | squl e persora or things 10 be'seized
b

| | ARTICLE ¥

(| o person shall be held o af@wes for & capitdl, ov oTherwise Nfamous ciife, WLET 008

| -presentmentor ndicument of & gend jury, eXCEPTIN CARES AT L) T kandl or naval
foroes, of bn the mlitin when in acmal senvice n Gme of war of pubbc danees; ooy shadl
ancy persom besuhiect for e same offense 10 be favice P In jeapard ¥ of life oo MMk, nor
=hall ba compelled in any crminal case to be & Wimess against himsell, nor be depaved of

| bite, Iherty, o property, withont due peocezs of law, nor shall privae properiy be fake 100
||;n:'|:-'|_:r e Wt st compe T

"
ALTICLE V1

e

o
=

L

{Page T [Normal RLE S e e

o] e

Step 2: Save the modified file as a text file.

Don't forget to use a different name from the original. in
case you need to revert to the unmodified file.
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Step 3: Follow Steps 1 - 2 for Importing a Formatted

Text File, above.

These two steps open the source file and destination stack,
and create the import template.

Step 4:

Load a sample record from your unformat-
ted text file.

Click Load Sample Data... in the Import Menu to get the
following dialog:

Figure 57
Specify Delimiter

[ Tesxt File Info...

| @ Tab-delimited database
) Comma-delimited database

 Word processing text...

(Cance ) (Cox__)

This time, click the Word processing text... radio buiton
to get an additional option:

Figure 58
Enter Custom
Delimiter

Delimiter fiald

Text File Info...
¢ Tab-delimited database
i Comma-delimited database

@ Word processing lext...

Unigue characteris} dividing
texl for each card:

1

! Cancel |§

Type vour custom delimiter into the Delimiter Field, and
click OK. Another dialog appears:
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Figure 59

Select Import File

B Tutnriall

[ O Bill of Rights.tent

3] = PL2 H

| 1 |
R = ;

BT ——
1
Drive

e

1
|
‘ [_Open )

s | [-ElFI_tEI |

Select a «-defimited TEHT file for
imporiing. I

Locate the unformatted text file from which yvou're going to
import, and click Open. HyperPort will get the first 20 or so
characters from this file, and place them into one movable
object on the template.

Step 5: Follow steps 4 - 6 for Importing a Formatted
Text File, above.

The remaining procedure for importing unformatted text is
the same as for formatted text. HyperPort wall read the
text up to your custom delimiter, and place it into a new
card in the destination stack.

Importing to a New HyperCard Stack

The previous section described how to import data into an
existing HyperCard stack. HyperPort will also create a
new, blank stack if you wantl to import data lirst and then
build your graphics, buttons. etc. around the existing data.

There aren’t a lot of steps for importing into a new stack;
Onee, vou've specified the source text file, and created the
destination HyperCard stack, HyperPort opens the source
text fle, finds all the individual [elds in the first record,
places them into columns in a new stack, and performs the
import, You'll have to build your own graphics and Iyper-
Talk seripts for thiz new stack.
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Create New
Import Stack

Importing

Step 1:  Click the New Stack from Database button

in HyperPort's main screen (figure 43),

Figure 57 appears. You must first specifv the delimiter for
your text file. Choose the delimiter, and chick OK. Figure
09, Select Import File, will be displayed.

Step 2: Choose the text file from which you'll he
importing.

Enter the name of the text file from which vou’ll be import-
ing, and click OK. You're prompted to enter the name of the
new HyperCard stack:

|

=i HyperPort |

v Eap af fadrass

rk

= PLE

[ Eiert ]
Drive |

., 1) " A ol ol . 4
| i nRgNEg af Bddrass ot

v ey ot 8if 41 Bigh

ot af imdas Taids
ADEL) G AT £

| i BEEsiPai) 11,21

7 Togd ofard
I I LS L, i (49 ..

| i iEe |
[ Cancel |

New stack name:

= |

[] Copy current background

As soon as you chick OK, HyperPort goes to work. It opens
the text file you specified and reads the Nirst record. Each
field in this record is placed on a blank card in your new
stack. Notice that you don't drag movable items into
placcholders; since there are no fields in the newly-created
stack. Lthere are no placeholders for your imported ficlds.

HyperPort finishes importing every record from your text
file into your new stack, placing each record on a new card.
Here's what the first record of the Address.text file looks
like when imported into a new stack:
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s E ey
| _ Exporting
= el ml
i | " HyperPort lets vou export data from almost any HyperCard
.|—EHHJMIF--UJ-DHE | stack to a text file. You could then use this text file in a
S _ number of different ways. For example, you might import
| 7 Aster Lans e T - 1
e | th-_: Flnte: into a word processor or spmadlsi:mct for further
= I —— ediling and layout; or you Enu._ili import it into another
CE : B Hj.?_}:rerﬂm'd stack. HyperPort's export-to-text capability
BT : - _:;-}Elnﬂns ;-;mta fi_‘i-:muih thl:' pru::::sl;.sr, and t.i:l.en actually creates
TG — : e export file and performs the export.
l | Bagnipe player e If you've been using HyperCard for a while, you've probahbly
used and ereated a number of your own staeks. For ex-
- ample, vou might have used the Address stack that's
— supplicd with HyperCard to record names, addresses, and

telephone numbers. Il the Address stack contains a lot of
When the process is complete, the following dialog is dis- : names and addresses that vou want in other applications or
played: stacks, vou can use HyperPort to do this.

o -

HyperPort will export information that’s contained in
Stay here, or return to HyperPorl? background ficlds only. If you have data in card fields,
yvou'll need Lo creale a background held that contams the

__HuperPort | | Stay Here | data yvou want to export.

.
If you want to begin developing vour new stack immedi- - How the Export Feature Works
ately, you can choose the Stay Here oplion and start writing t

scripts, creating fields and graphies, ete. If you click Return If you haven't worked through the export example in the
to HyperPort, vou're taken back to the HyperPort main — Tutorial chapter, this (very) brief deseription of how
SCreen. HyperPort’s export feature works will be helpful. If vou've
already worked through the Tutornal, then vou might want

e to sKip to the next section.
- " ; .
' After you've reviewed the stack from which you'll be export-
— ing to insure the consistency of the data (see below), you tell
' HyperPort which stack and background you'll be exporting
— from. HyperPort copies this background into the HyperPort

stack itself (to serve as a template) and removes the Iyper-
Card bultons from it. It also makes an internal list of all
the fields in the background, and gets the data from the
first eard in the stack and displays it in the template,
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You then create export fields by selecting the data using the
mouse; vou can select parts of a line, entire lines, 1111!.111'}.1]{:
lines — just about any HyperCard component, as long as it is
contained in one field. This lets you create multiple export
ficlds from one HyperCard field. You also specify the
delimiters (commas or tabs) that are placed between the
fields when they're exported.

When vou've completely specified your export template,
HyperPort analyzes vour template and writes the formatted
text file to vour Mac’s disk.

Preparing a HyperCard Stack for Export

Before plunging directly into the export process; vou should
examine the stack from which you want to export and “pre-
process” it to insure that the export process goes smoothly,
Here's a checklist of things to do.

1. Compact the stack from which youll be exporting.
Compacting a stack (from the HyperCard File menu)
helps maintain its integrity, and increases the likeli-
hood that vou'll get the results yvou want.,

2. Make a copy of the stack, in case you want to revert to
the original later. Tf you'll be editing data to make it
consistent, you should have a copy of the original stack
if yvou need to revert to it later,

3. Edit all the field names so that they're descriptive, rather
than generic, names. For example, the field name
“Company” is a lot clearer than “Second Field.” Be
sure that the fields are NOT named with numbers
only (e.g., “1”) or reserved HyperCard words only
(e.g., “Item” or “Field”). If vou use reserved words or
numbers as field names in your stack, HyperPort's
custom export feature might not work, or might produce
results that vou didn’t want.

4. Review the data contained in the stack to insure ifs
consistency. If necessary, edit the information in each
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. card to produce a specific, consistent format for the
data. Here's a good example of why this is necessary.
£ -
. Suppose you want to export name and address informa-
e tion from the Address stack supplied with HyperCard.
- . Look at the following two cards of information:
i
i - | 3 Eyctone 5t | B
|-_h-::::|.;-: L REST 145 Long Stretch 5t
o - Famiridge, HA. (0724
- o 555 US | & 5o
- | R ) | D @@ [ viess @
e tira 63 The card on the left contains enly three lines of informa-
Addresses i ; 3
- (Before) tion: Name, Street, and City/State/Zip; the card on the
right contains five lines of information: Name, Com-
pany, Street, Suite #, and City/StateZip. To you, it's
A : . s
obvious that the information on the second line of card 1
- (the Street address) is not the same type of information
2 that’s on the second line of card 2 (the Company name).
However, this isn’t obvious to the Mae. As a matter of
= e Wi ' 1
fact, there are only imited ways for HyperCard to
m distinguish among the different types of information on
this card, as you'll see when you creale an export
[ | template. The more uniform you make the format on
each card, the easier it will be to create an export
m template.
Figure 62 The solution to this problem is to force information 1
Addresses  each card of the Address stack to have the same format.
(After) It this case, a possible solution might be the following:
i ustay Wind | ‘Ben it er
I Cyclone Sk | a5 --_ retch Saple o0
Emcage, IL BE0S: [ambridge, MA 00214
p= 0 &% [ wewee O N ao [ ves D
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By requiring four lines per address, you always have
the same, prediciable format: line 1 = Name, line 2 =
Company, line 3 = Street and Suile #, and line 4 = City/
State/fip.

Place descriptive inforniation into every field in a card
in the stack. Most cards in a HyperCard stack contain a
few blank fields — fields that contain information for
some cards, but not others, However, you'll probably
want to export most or all fields in a given stack. In
order to do this, be sure that at least one card has every
field filled with descriptive information that remind you
of the field’s use. Multiple-line fields should have data
in each line that you'll want to exporl as a separate
field.

Here's how to do this: Open the stack and display a card
that uses the background from which you want to
export. If the message box isn't visible, type % M to
display it. Next, type the following eommand into the
message Dox:

3 First ca

H

- - g - -
SPL RRPER P X T B o B
| I LS. Dok s FoaInck

Create s new card in this stack by typing ¥ N, and
enter your descriptive data. When you're sure the
information in your stack is as consistent as pussible,
yvou'Te ready to proceed.
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Creating an Export Template

Here's a step-by-step deseription of how to create your own
export template.

Step 1: Start HyperCard and run the HyperPort
stack.

Choose Open from the File pull-down menu, and open the
HyperPort stack. Alternatively, you can double-click the
HyperPort stack from the Finder, HyperFPort’s title screen
appears briefly:

DANNY GOODMAN'S |
NO-TEARS HYPERCARD

TEXT IMPORT-EXPORT
| _ UTILITY PROGRAM

~ ComCEWTRIX TECWWOLOGY - iwc _]

Next, HyperPort’s main menu appears:
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ain Menu Choose Background Choose the background to
_ use as a template...
i m Backgrounds Directory
3 : 5 Freferences
et u import 3 file into your HyperCard stack : 5 Sl rikgnd i 6568
T ¥ ' = blgrd id 4345 b
yo— = Unnamed 18
Tempiate —F== iy Wi Export Templote Background [ Uiew ] View button
| Bt u Export data from your HyperCard stack toa file 1 m [ Cancel '] F‘"‘ ]
f—— =
7Y Mew Stack from Database = [ —
S criatna oo TN R S A Note that, for any background without a name, its descrip-
| - tion is “bkgnd id ###8” in this dialog. You mav view a
£ Template Birectory : background by selecting it and clicking the View button
' U View 2 list of emsting templates | — (the Choose Background dialog will remain displayed when
' I e you do this). Select the desired background by clicking it,
A—— S P —— =3 and then click OK_ If this isn't the correct stack, click the
Cancel button and you'll return to the main sereen (fig. 63).
Step 2: Select the stack and background from which =X
you want to export. A lot of activity takes place when you do this. HyperPort
| - opens the selected stack and copies the background you
Click the New Export Template button in HyperPort's main specified from this stack into the HyperPort stack. Finally,
screen; the following dialog appears: m the Export Menu appears in the middle of the template.
Here's an example of a background that's been processed by
Figure 64 [ - | HyperPort:
ure
v =R .
= | Expﬂﬂ - o Sl e A
O Tutorial | : ; i i
[ Epoxt - Template = T
o) m=m d T
e P ey o i e o
234 Cihelll| pata From Mex! Card
: : m Slratford, || Date fram Prey Card
,_“_puﬂ E-Jﬂ'pﬂrl' MEHH I'.;t-larl Field Dirder
E s L | 2-1|Delete Export Flelg ..
Delete A1) Export Fields
Choose a HyperCard stack from Deiete Template
uwrhich information is coming... m : e
Tpart .
':. Eelur n to Index
Locate the stack from which vou'll be exporting data, and i rrarhte Moy
click Open. If this stack has more than one background, m _ ;
you'll see another dialog: : G -. %
“ The Export Menu is movable; elick in the title bar and drag
it to a convenient location on the screen,
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Step 3:

Display a representative record for export.

When HyperPort finishes its processing, it displays data
from the first card in the export stack. If this data isn't
representative of the data you want to export, click the
Data From Next Card option in the Export Menu until
vou find a suitable card. Each time you do this, the data
From the next card is brought into vour template in the
HyperPort stack. You may also go back to a previous card’s
data by clicking the Data From Prev Card option.

Step 4: Select text that you want exported to a

specific field, and name the export field.

Click and drag to select the text; as soon as you release the
mouse button, a dialog appears. The actual contents of this
dialog will depend on the text component you selected.
Here is a list of the possible components, and an illustration
of each:

Selected text—

Figure 67
Select Char
Component

66

Char <number> to <number> of Field <HyperCard
field name=>.

Char <number> to <number> of Line <number> of
Field <HyvperCard field name:=.

Unless the selected text is a complete line, HyperPort
always gives vou the option of specifying sequences of
characters as individual fields for export:

L ——

e
Euport Fieia Name: TS

selncied  Z3e0m
Tert:

HypetTard Fesignalm

D ochar 15t 10 i bkged feld “Name and RdEress
r’; char 1 ta 7 of ling 2 of fiedd “Neane and Rddress
"

Character
Component

Options

HyperPort User's Manual

76

o
o ey

1 e

goaqooooooaaooonOnnl

Selected fext -
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(If you select partial words, this may be the only option
in the dialog.)

Word <number> to <number= of Field <HyperCard
field names,

Word <number> to <number> of Line <number> of
Field «HyperCard field nanes.,

HyperCard words are always delimited by spaces; if you
choose text that begins and endsz with whole words, the
word component options are included in the dialog:

Erpart Fiedd Some: '\-ﬂmr-ﬂnrlHﬂrSlP'-.t |

Sede i Ted
Femt:

P4 TiHhaslln

Hyper Card [hesogmatonmn:

Figure 68
Select Word
Component

o char 1% i 2% af hkgnd fiekd “Name and Rddress
Cholvar 8 fo 11 ol fme 2 of liekl "Same and Rddres
__.-.E urord 5 to 4 at field "Same and Rddress

Word

Gﬂmﬂﬂﬁ-ﬁﬂf | & wrord 1 te 2 of line 2 of Neld " Name and Adddses:

Opfions

. Lancel ii 0K l

These options let you export specific sequences of words
as individual fields in the export file.

Item <number> of Line <number> of Field <Hyper-
Card field name=.

HyperCard items are delimited by commas; 1f you
choose text up to, or up to and including a comma, the
item component option iz included in the dialog:
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Selected text

Figl.ll'E 69 Item “rwpard 1 of line 3 of field “Hame and Address
i item 1 ot e 4 sl field “Same and Rddress®
Select item gz’;:immm i_"*
Component
s | :_ tnllLtl_ :_
Select this option if you want to export the entire
HyperCard item.
» Line <number> of Field <HyperCard field name=.
If you select a component that contains a carriage
return, or the last line of a HyperCard field, the line
component aption is included in the dialog:
U RPL I~ e and Aadress |
Selected texf1— " WIS reammrims
Tert:
ligperLCard Besigmaliomn:
I/E. Ling 2 of Fuald *“Same and Address
I
Figure 70 ngﬂ e ;’/‘
Select Line D n‘:ff .
Component A ‘
Comcal | ‘= LS 1
HyperCard lines are delimited by real carriage returns,
not by the visual end of a line on the sereen. A line may
word-wrap to the next physical line on the screen
without a carriage return; if you want to export the
entire line as one field, vou must choose the (invisible)
carriage return when you seleet this component.
68 HyperPort User's Manual

Fapart Freld Sonme: (SRR TR 1T TE

felected
Texdl:

S yrierd

Hyperi ard Deviapealion:

Treemrd & ol Nield “Same and fddress”

rehar 31 Qo 40 of bkgnd feld “Name and Address
| O elae 1 o 10 of e 3 af field "Name and Rddres

goggogooQuonooooai

Selectad text-

Figure 71
Select Field

Component

Figure 72

Replace Returns
Pop-up Menu

Exporiing
Field <HyperCard field name=.

If you select all the text in a HyperCard field, youll get
this dialog:

—
Ceport Tield Same: ‘H.—Jrul.- dirid Hddress |
SBIETTEE | S Leer

Tent: S )

B
Siralferd, 57 Q2EA

HyperLand Designalion:

Figld "Mame fnd Hildress®
Aeploce HETIBNS with: | romma and space ]

i

P

Field /
Caomponent

Option -
Replace Retums /I/
pop-up _

Your selection may contain a carriage return; if it does,
the Replace Returns With pop-up menu will appear:

Comma

+ Ccomma and space
tab
return
soft return

Since most databases and spreadsheets treat carriage
returns as defining the end of a record, you'll want to
subatitute a different character for returns. Typically,
you'll substitute a comma. or comma and space.
Replacing a return with a tab might result in an
additional field in your record if you import it into a
database or spreadsheet program; be sure you under-
stand how your database/spreadsheet treats tabs il you
choose this option. Replacing a return with a return
might result in an additional record if you import the
text file into a database or spreadsheet; again, be sure
yvou understand how vour database/spreadsheet treats
returns before you choose this option.

[Jze the soft return option if you intend to re-import
the text file into a HyperCard stack, using HyperPort’s
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Seiected fext

Import feature. A sofl return iz a special character (“=")
that HyperPort replaces with an real carriage return
character during an import. This allows you to preserve
carmage returns in text passages, but not have the
carriage return delimit the end of a record (as it usually
would ).

“City, State ZIP” format.
“City, Province Postal Code” format.

There are two special cases of selected data that
HyperPort's Export feature recognizes: City, State and
Zip (all on one line}, or City, Provinee and Postal Code
(all on one line). If vou choose any text that contains at
least three components, with a comma between two of
the components, you'll get the following dialog:

Frpart Feeld Same:

= hEns LS
27 Othelio Drive

Yeler led
TmEl:

| Hagperi rlFIl..I'I'Pl.F;]rl-ﬂ'l‘Lﬂ.ﬂ;

Figure 73
Select City/
State/Zip

-.E' Lime % ol Fiebd "Nome and Rddress”
J iy, State SIFT tarmal.

; - [* ) ity Province Postal Code” formal.
City/State/Zip ﬁﬁ "
Component
Oplions
{ Concel ) oK

Click the City, State Zip option if the selected text is
actually a city/state/zip format. Click the City, Prov-
ince Postal Code option il the postal code consists of
two separate items (i.e., the two components of the
postal code) at the end of the selected field. (The City,
Provinee Postal Code option is used mainly for Cana-
dian addresses.) If you click one of these two options,
HyperPort writes three separate export fields, whose
names are: City, State, and Zip, or City, Provinee and
Postal Code. You cannot change these export field
names.

HyperPort User's Manual
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If your data mixes these two formats, choose the format
that represents the most frequent occurrence. After the
export is finished, you'll need to edit the non-conforming
entries in the exported file.

Finally, type a name for the export field in the Export
Field Name. A dummy record containing all the Export
Field Names will be written to the first record in the
export text file, to help when you open the file or import
it with HyperPort into another stack.

Step 4 should be repeated until you've specified all the
ficlds and components you want exported. You don’t
need Lo include all the data in the card — you can
include only that data you want exported; HyvperPort
will ignore the remainder.

If necessary, edit the export template by
adjusting the export order or deleting export
fields.

Step b

To adjust the order in which the export fields are written to
the text file, select Export Field Order... from the Export
Menu; the following dialog appears:

Figure 74
Adjust Export
Field Order

Ad just Field Export Order...

Fields from —1|

Export Template Fhone Humber W 4
| b Up/Down
}~ buttons
—
§ - = L |
P
— | =0
- ! F j - —— | ! .
Select a field and change its export order by clicking the Up
— or Down buttons.
1. I#._
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You may also delete an export field by choosing Delete

Export Field... from the Export menu:

Figure 75
Delete Export
Fields

Figlds from —
Export Templaie

Click on the field you want to delete and then click OK;
when vour template is redisplaved, that ficld will be deleted

i

Choose a dala leid to delete...

e R
Company 1
~—TStrpsd

Plome Mumbsr

!.-=-:

d—hl fp—— L

and the text beneath it will reappear.

You can delete all export fields by choosing Delete All
Export Fields from the Export menu. This will clear all
the export fields, allowing vou to start over on the same

template.

Step 6: Click the Export... button to export your

You'll first be asked to specily the field delimiter:

Figure 76
Choose Export
Delimiter

These options allow the exported file to have either com-
mas, tabs, or your own custom delimiters separating the
individual fields within cach record. Typically. you'll choose
Tah- or Comma-delimited. However, the Word process-

data.

Enport File Info...
#® Tab-delimited database
iy Comma-delimiled dalabase

o lard processing Lesl. ..

| Coamcel | I T3 i
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Figure 77 Text File |nfo...
Specify Word- ) Tab-delimited database
Processing : e
Delimiter _) Lomma-delimited database
om) Illord processing tent...
nique characlerls) dividing
texd! Mor rach card:
Delimiter field —{ i -|

Figure 78

Name Export File

Exporting

ing text... option is useful if vou want Lo write the data to a
continuous text file. To do this, elick the Word processing
text... radio button to get the Delimiter field option:

—

The character vou enter into the Delimiter Field will be
placed between cach field in the export text file (the record
delimiter is always a carriage return). If vou leave this field
blank, HyperPort places a carriage return between each
field when it is exported. Thus your exported text file will
be a continuous passage of text, with carriage returns

between each field.

After clicking OK, you're prompted to name the export file;

K
u
L
L

Please name this file,
{tnport File (6/5/901 |

|=% Focal Point '.-"] |

—PLZ

(sawe )

Enter 4 name and click Save; the following dialog is dis-

plaved:

While exporting, chck and hold mouse to stop. I
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74

Figure 79

Export Template

info

You can stop the export process at any time by holding
down the mouse button; don't use # . (Command-period).
If you stop the export process, a dialog appears, allowing
you to stop the process completely, or continue the export.
If vou choose stop, any data that’s already exported will be
saved in the export file, and the file will be closed,

[hiring the export, each card in the source stack is dis-
played and the HyperCard message box displays a counter
of the number of cards exported. When Lthe export 1s fin-
ished, you'll return to the template. Click Return to Index
in the Export Menu; this saves your custom template in the
lists of custom templates with the name [source stack
name] —> |export file name] so you can reuse 1t at a
later date.

If you want to verify the source stack and destination text
jile, click About This Template in the Export Menu to get
the following dialog:

Abraut This Iemnluh_a...

SOEECE Fuke:
Rddress

Destination File:
Address. rHport

Deleting Templates

To delete the currently displayed template, click Delete
Template in the Export Menu. This option deletes the
current template that you're working on.

To delete an old templale vou previously ereated, click the
Template Directory button in the HyperPort main screen
(figure 63) Lo display the list of templates. Next, double-
click the template you want to delete; this will display it,
along with the Export Menu. Finally, click Delete Template
in the Export Menu.

goagooooooooooooooDoROREd
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Editing Templates

You can edil Lhe export fields for any existing template. To
do this, select the template by double-clicking it in
HyperPort's Index of templates (figure 54). When the
Export Menu is displaved, choose either the Delete Export
Field... or Delete All Export Fields options from the
Export Menu. You can delete some or all of the export
fields, and create new ones.

Every time you click the Export... option in the Export
Menu, you're prompted to enter the export file name (figure
77). Thus, you can use the same template to export to
different text files. The Index of templates shows the name
of the most recent text file to which you exported data.

If you Return to Index withoul exporting to a text file, the
template is saved in the HyperPort index anyway, but
without a destination text file. This allows you to go back
and edit the export template at a later time.
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About this template
inexporting 74
In importing 52

B

Blank fields
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export process 3031, T4
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Carriage returns 29, 69
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field order in export 71

source hle 49
City/State/Zip

component 27, 70
Comma-delimited 30

when to use 6
Component 25, 6667

char# to charg 66
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field 69
item# 67
line# 68

delimiter 68
word# to word# 67
Conventions used in the Tutorial 9
Creating
export template 63
import template 10
separators 17
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Deleting
data field from expori template 72
data field from import template 49
templates from Directory 52, 74
Delimited 5
defimition of 5
Delimiter 5, 32. See also Delimited
definition of 3
in HyperCard component 67, 68
specifying 30, 33, 35, 36, 47, 73
Dhirectory
of import/export templates 38
Dummy record 43
in exported text file 71

E

Editing
export templates 75
import templates 53
Export Field Name 25, 71
Export Menu 23, 65
Data From Next Card 66
Export template
creating 20, 63
deleting 74
editing 75
information 74
list of 38
Exporting 59
blank fields 62
carriage returns 69
changing field order 71
deleting fields 72
dummy record 71
field components 6667
char# to char# 66
City/StateZip T0
field 69
item# &7
line delimiter 68
line# 68
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word# to word# 67
nhow it works 59

multiple-line fields 62
preparing a stack for 60
selecting stack/background 64
soft return 69

specitying delimiter 73

using reserved words 60

F
Fields
blank 14

maximum number 44
ordering for export 71

Formatted
definition of 5
text file
preparing for import 42
H

How the Tmport-Export feature works
Hyper(Card

checking version # 3

versions HyperPort works with 2

HyperCard component. See Component

HyperPort
main screen 45

I

Import Menu 12, 47
Import template
creating 10
deleting 53
list of 38
Importing 39
about template 52
canceling 37, 51
changing source file 49
choosing background 46, 65
choosing stack 46, 65
deleting data field 49
how it works 40
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maximum number of fields 44

movable items 43

options 39

source data problems 41

Lo existing stack 44

to new stack 56

unformatted files 32
delimiters 54

Installation 4

L

List
of import/export templates 38

M

Mac operating system (Mac O5)
checking version # 3
version required 2
Main screen 45
Maximum number of imported fields 44
Movable item 13-14, 48
Multiple-line fields
exporting 62

N

New Import Template
button, in main screen 11
creating. See Import template: ereating

P

Placeholders 12, 40, 46

for separators 17

in scrolling ficlds 42

increasing number of 42
Preparing

stack for export 60

text file for import 42
Preprocess

for exporting 21

lor importing 42
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Quickstart 4
R

Replace Returns pop-up 69
Requirements. See System requirements
Reserved words 60

Returnz 29, &Y

S

Scrolling fields 28-29
Selecting
stack/background to export 64
text for exporting 24
Separating
into different export fields 22
Separators
creating 17, 50
placeholder 17, 50
Soft return 69
Source
problems with data 41
ungrouping data 4]
Specifying
delimiter 30
System requirements 2

T

Tab-delimited 30
definition of 5
when touse 6
Template
creating new import 10
definition of 12
export 20
import 10
Terminology 5
Text data
defimition of 6
how to determine if 6, 44
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Tutoral 9
conventions used 9
creating an import template 10

U

Unformatted
definition of 5
importing text 53
delimiters 54
Ungrouping
source data for import 41

W

When to use the Tmport-Export featare 7
Word processing text...

option in exporting 73

option in importing 47, 55
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